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The Implications of Unesco’s Major Project 
to Extend Primary Education in Latin America 


by Professor Moises Posters Troncoso 


University of Santiago de Chile 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which was approved on 10 
December 1948, and which constitutes one of the most important documents 
of the twentieth century, declares in Article 26: ‘1. Everyone has the right to 
education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and funda- 
mental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory . . . 2. Education 
shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to 
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, 
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations 
for the maintenance of peace.’ These words proclaimed the obligation of 
governments to encourage primary education, the indestructible foundation 
of democratic structure in all countries. 

Even before this declaration had been approved, most countries had 
written into their constitutions the principle of free and compulsory educa- 
tion: this was especially true in the case of the majority of Latin American 
countries. But the application of this principle remained highly varied. 

Aware of its mission in education, Unesco has undertaken a campaign in 
favour of free and compulsory primary education and, in particular, is 
encouraging the development of co-ordinated action in Latin America to 
help drive back illiteracy. 

To obtain an idea of the gravity of this problem, you need only look at 
the official statistics reported by the United Nations for the year 1957. The 
percentages of literates in Latin America (that is, those persons who have 
received a primary education) are as follows: Costa Rica, 79.4; Cuba, 75-80; 
Dominican Republic, 42.9; El] Salvador, 39.4; Guatemala, 29.4; Haiti, 10.5; 
Honduras, 35.2; Mexico, 56.8; Nicaragua, 38.4; Panama, 69.9; Puerto Rico, 
73.3; Argentina, 86.4; Bolivia, 32.1; Brazil, 49.4; Chile, 80.1; Colombia, 
50-55; Ecuador, 55.7; Paraguay, 65.8; Peru, 45-50; Uruguay, 80-85; Vene- 
suela, 52.2. 


EDUCATION: THE BASIS OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROCRESS 


It is a well-known aphorism that education constitutes the basis of all social 
and economic progress. An eminent Chilean educator, Mr. Pedro Aguirre, who 
served as President of the Republic of Chile, laid down this rule as the 
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foundation for his work: ‘Govern by education.’ Merely from the view- 
point of the biological defence of a people, it is certain that a person who has 
had the benefit of primary education takes better care of his health, and that 
of his family, than an illiterate does. In studying those human factors which 
determine or retard progress, the social sciences tell us that man requires a 
minimum of knowledge in order to be able to make a useful and effective 
contribution to economic life, not only for his own profit, but also for the 
benefit of the community in which he lives. 

Adequate primary education enables a man to learn more about his job; 
education is the key to better productivity and to higher efficiency. The 
educated worker earns better wages than does the illiterate and, in addition, 
has the opportunity to improve his income in as much as his vocational 
training and his experience will allow him to rise higher in the firm. 
Statistics from various industries show that the salary of a worker who knows 
how to read and write and who has had vocational training is from 60 to 400 
per cent higher than the salary of the unskilled illiteracy workers. The earning 
of the workers who have benefited from primary education enable them to 
meet their own needs and the needs of their families. This means a higher 
standard of living from which the community as a whole can benefit. 

The improvement of living standards implies a greater consumption of 
essential goods and, as a result, a greater production that contributes in its 
turn to the economic development of a country and protects workers from 
the danger of unemployment. The worker who has received a primary edu- 
cation can establish a rational budget for his family and give his children 
better training. Thanks to education, workers also acquire a better under- 
standing of their trade union rights, which are also recognized in the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights. 

In addition, every citizen who has attended school is aware of his duties 
to the community and every nation with an educated population shows 
a certain understanding of its international obligations. 


THE RURAL EXODUS TO THE CITIES 


In general, the rural population is greater in Latin America than the urban 
population. Sixty-seven per cent of the population of Brazil lives in rural 
areas; in Colombia, 75 per cent; in Mexico, 66 per cent; in Nicaragua, 73 per 
cent; in Peru, 62 per cent; and in Venezuela, 67 per cent. On the other hand, 
city-dwellers are a majority in Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. But, throughout 
Latin America, the exodus of the rural population into the cities is increasing 
rapidly. This raises severe problems for towns and cities where the new 
arrivals concentrate—housing shortages, transport problems, and difficulty 
in supplying the needs of consumers. 

What are the causes of this migration? The results of recent surveys lead 
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us to believe that the peasant wants his children to receive a better educa- 
tion and to benefit from a way of life closer to the advantages offered by 
civilization. Little by little, the population of the countryside dwindles and, 
as a result, many rural occupations are abandoned. Despite mechanization, 
this is reflected in farm production. The drop in food production brings a 
rise in prices which has repereussions upon the cost of living. 

This is why it is absolutely necessary to create a sufficient number of 
schools in rural areas, with teaching programmes established in such a way 
as to encourage peasants to remain attached to their land and, at the same 
time, to train teachers capable of putting these programmes into practice. 
Primary education can be a determining factor in braking this dangerous 
exodus. The work undertaken by Unesco at the Regional Fundamental 
Centre for Latin America in a rural region at Patzcuaro, Mexico, and the 
creation of the Inter-American Rural Normal School at Rubio, Venezuela, 
also aim at this goal. 


A PROJECT TO MEET A GROWING NEED 


Over-all population increases also mean that a serious effort must be made 
if education is to be truly compulsory in all countries of Latin America. The 
population of this region rose from 166,000,000 in 1951 to 183,000,000 in 1955. 
The number of schools and of teachers, already in short supply before 1950, 
has not risen in a corresponding proportion. 

We also cannot afford to lose sight of the need for continually increasing 
the production of consumer goods if we are to provide food and a minimum 
standard of welfare for some 17,000,000 extra people! But increasing pro- 
duction itself depends upon the existence of an adequate number of workers 
who have received that primary education which enables them to reach a 
satisfactory degree of productivity. 

Now on the way to rapid industrialization, Latin America requires a 
substantial increase in its working population. Today, it varies between 
23 per cent and 34 per cent of the total population. In order to reach the 
necessary minimum proportion, i.e. 34 per cent, children and adults must 
receive an education which is sufficient to encourage them to participate 
effectively in productive activities. 

To carry out its major project concerning the extension of primary educa- 
tion in Latin America—a project which will require some ten years for 
completion—Unesco is aiming at three goals: the reduction of illiteracy; an 
increase in the number of teachers trained to meet the needs of the region; 
and the establishment of schools. 

This project is an ambitious one and its launching has shed light on many 
extremely complex problems. This means that the Organization, in order 
to succeed in this undertaking, needs generous help from the governments 
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concerned, active co-operation from public and private educational institu- 
tions and, above all, the support of public opinion. The steps planned should 
enable Latin America to increase production—on the material level as well as 
on an intellectual plane. They should bring about a rise in the standard of 


living. They will certainly contribute to the progress of our countries and 
consolidate the democratic structure of our peoples. 








The Forty-ninth Session of the Executive Board 


The Executive Board of Unesco held its forty-ninth session at Unesco House 
in Paris from 18 November to 6 December. Composed of representatives 
of 24 Member States, the Board is responsible for the policy and programme 
of the Organization between the sessions of the General Conference; 
Mr. Vittorino Veronese of Italy is its president. 

After approving the agenda the Board accepted the resignation of Dr. Mom- 
tazuddin Ahmed of Pakistan and unanimously elected in his place Mr. Itrat 
Husain Zuberi, educational adviser to the Government of Pakistan and 
former vice-chancellor of the University of Rajshahi. Since 1953 Mr. Zuberi 
has been a member of the Pakistan Nationa] Commission for Unesco. 

Approving the transcript of the forty-eighth session, the Board then turned 
to its new taske—the carrying out of the programme of the Organization, 
the next session of the General Conference, problems of general policy, 
Unesco’s relations with the United Nations and the other Specialized Agencies 
and with international non-governmental organizations, and various admin- 
istrative and financial problems. 


WORK IN PROGRESS 


The Board members discussed thoroughly the report of Mr. Luther H. Evans, 
Director-General, on the Organization’s activities during the first six months 
of 1957, and they noted the document ‘with satisfaction’. The Board also 
examined a report on Unesco’s participation in the United Nations Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance from 1 January to 30 June 1957, and then 
studied the problem of the division of the expenses of Technical Assistance 
activities under the programme between the budget for Technical Assistance 
and the budget for Unesco’s regular programme. 

The Board, ‘noted with satisfaction’ the contribution that the Technical 
Assistance programme makes toward realization of Unesco’s aims, declared 
in favour of an equal division of the costs between the two budgets and stated 
that the United Nations Technical Assistance Committee should be invited 
to decide on a contribution from technical assistance funds to meet these 
costs. It was decided to defer until the fiftieth session a study of the pos- 
sibility of increasing the contributions from Unesco’s budget to operate 
technical assistance in 1959-60. Finally, the Board asked the Director-General 
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to study suggestions made by its members concerning the carrying out of 
the programme for participation in the activities of Member States. 

The Board members examined a number of changes in the work plans 
for the current programme as proposed by Mr. Evans, and they approved 
changes in projects for assistance to adult education, the gift coupon pro- 
gramme, the major project on the extension of primary education in Latin 
America, the production of reading materials for new literates and the pro- 
gramme of the fundamental education centre for Latin America (CREFAL). 
The Director-General was authorized to continue the publication of Unesco 
House News until 15 May 1958, on the basis of an Executive Board decision 
adopted at the forty-eight session, The Board decided to study at its next 
meeting, and in relation to the 1959-60 programme and budget, the Dicer 
General’s proposals concerning Unesco periodicals, 

Modification of the rules governing the advisory committee on extension 
of primary education in Latin America was voted by the Board. The 
committee is now established to serve for the duration of the project, instead 
of for a period ‘fixed provisionally for two years’,’ Its membership will be 
rotated so that the Latin American countries which do not actually take part 
in the project may contribute to the development and application of it. 

After approving the recommendations of a joint Unesco-International 
Board of Education committee concerning invitations to the twenty-first 
International Conference on Public Education to be held next July in 
Geneva, the Board decided to ‘adjourn all discussion on the subject of the 
despatch of an invitation to the People’s Republic of China’, The contract 
concluded between Unesco and the Istituto Nazionale Italiano di Alta Mate- 
matica, following negotiations for setting up an International Computation 
Centre in Rome,’ was noted by the Board ‘with satisfaction’. 

The Board members expressed agreement with the general plan for a 
series of public functions in Paris to celebrate the inauguration of Unesco’s 
permanent headquarters, It is planned to observe ‘Unesco Month’ during the 
entire time of the tenth session of the General Conference—through Novem- 
ber and early December, Stage performances, concerts, film shows, and an 
exhibition on cultural exchange between East and West are among the events 
planned. The Board expressed thanks to the French authorities, and parti- 
cularly to the French National Commission for Unesco, for their part in 
planning the celebrations. 


~ 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE CENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION 


_The Board devoted much of its discussion to the preparations for the next 
session of the General Conference. It asked the Director-General to draw up 


1. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. III, No. 4, pp. 91-96. 
2. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. Ill, No. 6, pp. 143-144. 








a plan for organizing the work of the Conference; it set a deadline, 31 March 
1958, for the reports from Member States on the activities of 1956 and 1957; 
and it expressed agreement with the texts of three draft amendments to 
Unesco’s Constitution and Regulations concerning conditions under which 
a two-thirds majority is required for adoption of certain decisions. 

Under the heading of general policy, the Board studied two problems: 
policy concerning consultation with the National Commissions, and policy 
concerning the composition and functions of advisory committees. On the 
first, it decided to ‘pursue its study of this matter at its fiftieth session’, and 
asked the Director-General to provide it at that time with a document 
summing up new information to be gleaned from National Commissions as 
well as the suggestions arising out of the Board’s discussion at this session. 
On the second question, the Board approved the policy followed by the 
Director-General. 


‘CONCERTED ACTION’ BY UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 


The close relationship between the activities of Unesco and those of the 
United Nations and the other Specialized Agencies, in some fields, was again 
emphasized in the Board’s study of external relations. The Board declared 
itself satisfied with the collaboration already in progress between Unesco 
and the other organizations. Then the Board took cognizance of a report 
by the United Nations Administrative Committee on Coordination which 
listed five fields for possible concerted action: water control and utilization 
and the development of arid land; more rapid industrialization and increased 
productivity in underdeveloped countries; housing building and planning; 
and the study of the social implications of technological change. The Board 
confirmed that it is prepared to study conditions for Unesco participation 
in a plan of concerted action in any of these fields. It added that before any 
final decision is taken on programmes involving large-scale Unesco parti- 
cipation, the Board itself should have an opportunity to express its views 
on the possible nature of such participation. 

For the purpose of full co-operation with the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council, the Board decided that Unesco will provide ECOSOC 
with an appraisal of its main programmes, as reviewed in 1959, and a fore- 
cast of the scope, trend and cost of these programmes for 1960-64. 

A committee of six members of the Board was created to assist the 
Director-General in his negotiations with the new International Atomic 
Energy Agency concerning an agreement on the relationships between the 
two agencies. When completed, the agreement will be submitted to the 
Board for review and approval. 

The International Conference on the Law of the Sea will be held at 
Geneva on 24 February. The Board asked the Director-General to ensure 
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Unesco’s representation at the meeting and to forward to the conference 
communications received from the International Council of Scientific Unions 
concerning scientists’ attitudes toward the continental shelf. 

Considering how Unesco can contribute to the fight against discrimination 
in education, the Board members decided to study at the next session the 
question of including on the agenda of the General Conference in November 
the topic of the possible creation of one or more international agreements 
in this field. The Board will study, also at its fiftieth session, practical 
measures which might be submitted for the approval of the General Confe- 
rence within the framework of the proposed programme for 1959-60. 

Taking cognizance of a draft analysis of the reports on Human Rights 
from the Member States of Unesco, the Board stated that, ‘owing to the 
nature of this document, it was impossible for the Board to discuss its 
substance’. It asked the Director-General to send the document directly to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and expressed ‘the hope that, 
in the light of experience, the General Conference at its tenth session will 
reconsider the question of the Executive Board’s contribution in this field’. 
The Board then noted the text of the new agreement between Unesco and 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. 

Finally, the Board completed its actions on relations with the United 
Nations by examining proposals aimed at establishing a special United 
Nations Fund for Economic Development and at increasing the Technical 
Assistance programme and creating a special projects fund. The Board 
decided to ‘welcome the opportunities which these proposals, if approved, 
would offer to Unesco of making an increased contribution to the economic 
and social development of underdeveloped countries’, and decided to appoint 
a working party of six of its members to give ‘provisional directives’ to the 
Director-General concerning the answer he will make to any request from 
the United Nations for Unesco’s views. 


$700,000 IN SUBVENTIONS FoR 1958 


In connexion with Unesco’s relations with international non-governmental 
organizations, the Board approved the subventions for 1958—totalling 
$700,000 to 37 groups—proposed by the Director-General; the most impor- 
tant of the grants were those for the International Council of Scientific Unions 
($175,000) and the International Council of Philosophy and Humanistic 
Studies ($109,000). The Board approved the renewal until 31 December 1958 
of agreements with ten organizations and it took note of an authorization 
granted to the International Social Science Council to modify the use to 
which it put its 1957 subvention. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS 





The last major item before the Board covered administrative and financial 
questions. After a study of the consequences for Unesco of the financial 
measures adopted by the French Government on 10 August 1957, the Board 
approved the Director-General’s proposals in connexion with the problem 
of meeting deficits resulting from these measures. The Board agreed to the 
adjustment of salaries of the personnel of the Organization; and it ‘noted 
with satisfaction’ a study of the cost and income figures of certain Unesco 

After taking note of the financial report and statements for 1955-56, and 
the report of the External Auditor, the Board went on to approve the Direc- 
tor-General’s proposals for the operation of a visitors’ service in the new 
Uneseo headquarters. In another resolution the Board urged that Member 
States, when proposing candidates for posts in the Secretariat, ‘give special 
attention to the desirability of including qualified women’, and it asked the 
Director-General, ‘to make every effort to appoint or promote an increasing 
number of women to higher posts’. In private meetings the Board members 
were consulted on appointments to senior Unesco posts, and considered the 
procedure to be followed for a nomination to the post of Director-General. 

The next meeting of the Executive Board will be held in Paris from 
21 April to 24 May. 
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Fifty-two Nations Review ‘Free Flow’ Agreement 
at Geneva Meeting 


by Juuin Beurstock 
Chief, Press Division, Department of Mass Communication 


Fifty-two States were represented at a meeting of governmental experts con- 
vened by Unesco at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 21 to 29 October 
1957, to discuss the application of the Agreement on the Importation of 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials. The number of States which 
decided to participate was gratifyingly large. They designated a total of 
14 delegates, drawn from ministries of trade, ministries of education and 
culture and permanent diplomatic missions in Switzerland. The meeting thus 
represented a valuable cross-section of governmental opinion. ILO, WHO, 
FAO and GATT also sent observers. 

Twenty-six States are now parties to this Unesco Agreement.* Of the 
52 States represented at the meeting, 30 do not as yet apply the Agreement—a 
striking indication of the interest it has aroused and an auspicious augury of 
the adherence of additional countries. 

The meeting took place in a spirit of co-operation and goodwill. It was 
never necessary to take a vote and all decisions were unanimous. Represen- 
tatives of States which do not as yet apply the Agreement participated on 
a full and equal basis with representatives of those which do. 

The chairman of the meeting was Mr. A. R. Ashford, a senior official of 
the United Kingdom Board of Trade, who also presided at the conference in 
1950 when the final text of the Agreement was prepared. Dr. Enrique Camejo- 
Argudin (Cuba) and Mr. Obeboon Vanikkul (Thailand) were elected vice- 
chairmen. The rapporteur was Mr. A. A. Krantz (Sweden). 


LIBERAL APPLICATION URGED 


The meeting had a two-fold purpose, as established by the General Confe- 
rence: to review the application of the Agreement after five years of opera- 
tion; and to encourage additional States to adhere to it. An opportunity was 
thus provided for the Contracting Parties to discuss and settle among them- 
selves any technical problems of application; States which are considering 


_ 1, See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. II, No. 7, pp. 175-177. 
2. Belgium, Cambodia, Ceylon, Cube, Egypt, El Salvador, Finland, France, Germany 
(Federal Republic of), Greece, Haiti, Israel, Laos, Luxembourg, Malaya (Federation of). 


Monaco, Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
United Kingdom, Viet-Nam, Yugoslavia. 
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joining the Agreement were enabled to consult the Contracting Parties on 
points of interpretation, 

The decisions of the meeting do not in any way entail a revision of the 
Agreement. They were rather in the nature of clarifications of the text and 
suggestions on how the Agreement might be applied in the future. 

Prior to the meeting, the Director-General had invited interested interna- 
tional organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, to submit 
communications concerning the Agreement. All communications received 
were placed before the meeting. The International Council of Museums, for 
example, set forth the problems involved in the international circulation 
of exhibitions; the International Association of Plastic Arts described the 
difficulties experienced in the circulation of paintings, drawings and art 
reproductions; the International Federation of Film Producers’ Associations, 
and a number of other organizations, drew attention to the tariff and trade 
obstacles hindering the movement of educational films. In this way, the 
meeting had access to the views of the users of the Agreement, and these 
were taken carefully into account. The principal decisions of the meeting 
were as follows: 


Art reproductions. Duty-free entry should be granted to all the reproductions 
of works of art appearing in the Unesco catalogues of colour reproductions. 
Previously, mechanically reproduced copies of paintings and drawings had 
been eonsidered as falling outside the terms of the Agreement. 


Books and publications. The significant conclusion was reached that books 
should enjoy duty-free entry regardless of language, content, destination or 
extent of illustration. It was also established that maps and charts in all 
scientific fields should be exempt from duty. The meeting urged that govern- 
ments grant duty-free entry to printed reports and documents (‘an uninten- 
tional omission from the Agreement’). 


Museum materials. Exhibitions sponsored or approved by the International 
Council of Museums should be accorded import licences, free entry and 


customs inspection at museum premises. 


Music recordings. National committees and international member organiza- 
tions of the International Music Council should be allowed to import record- 
ings duty-free. 


Educational films. Governments were invited to ease the international circu- 


lation of film materia] by the application of temporary importation pro- 
cedures. 














Scientific equipment. Duty-free entry should be extended to spare parts of 
scientific instruments or apparatus entitled to exemption. 


Foreign exchange. The meeting affirmed that it would be in the spirit of 
the Agreement to grant greater freedom to the importation of educational, 
scientific and cultural materials, particularly to books. 


Most-favoured-nation treatment. Contracting States were invited to extend 
the benefits of the Agreement to materials emanating from all countries, 
and not only to those originating in other Contracting States. 


The above suggestions and conclusions were incorporated in the Report of 
the meeting which the Director-General sent in December 1957 to Member 
States and to all interested international organizations (CL/1253, UNESCO/ 
MC/33). Member States have been invited to inform Unesco of the measures 
they may take in accordance with the suggestions of the meeting, and Unesco 
will in turn circulate the information received. The effect of these suggestions 
was summed up by the meeting itself in the following terms: “The meeting 
considered that during its five years of operation the Agreement had proved 
to be a valuable and, on the whole, highly effective instrument for accom- 
plishing the aim, set forth in its Preamble, of “facilitating the free flow of 
books, publications and educational, scientific and cultural materials”. It 
was the conclusion of the meeting that States applying the Agreement should, 
as far as possible, do so in the most liberal manner. Although economic in 
form, the Agreement was essentially an instrument to promote social and 
cultural progress, and States were invited to implement it in that spirit.’ 


ADHERENCE OF ADDITIONAL STATES 


The meeting recommended that government departments should seek the 
assistance of the Unesco Secretariat in resolving any technical problems 
impeding adherence. The Director-General has undertaken to comply as 
far as possible with requests received from Member States in this connexion. 

During the course of the meeting, and elsewhere in reports to Unesco, some 
twenty States not yet parties to the Agreement indicated that they are 
considering the possibility of ratifying or acceding to it. The meeting re- 
corded the hope that ‘the Agreement would eventually be so widely applied 
as to make it a universal instrument for facilitating the importation of 
educational, scientific and cultural materials’. Perhaps the major result of 
_ the Geneva meeting is that this hope may now become a reality. 
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NEWS FROM UNESCO HOUSE 


Primary School Curricula 


The International Advisory Committee on the School Curriculum met at 
Unesco House in Paris from 14 to 26 October. It will be recalled that this 
committee was set up to advise Unesco ‘on the promotion of international 
collaboration in the improvement of school curricula in order to: (1) encou- 
rage the desired orientation of school curricula towards the objective of 
international co-operation, and (2) encourage and assist Member States in 
the re-examination and, if necessary, in the revision of their curricula, in 
order to ensure the best possible education for children’.’ 

The committee had already, last year, made a very wide survey of the 
situation and laid down the main lines of its programme. The purpose of 
its second session was to define the fields of study which should figure in 
primary education and to proceed with a preliminary examination of how 
to adapt curricula to the mental age of children. The ten experts present 
were able to compare existing methods and curricula in their respective 
countries; this revealed considerable differences both in educational systems 
and in cultural traditions and economic levels. Before concluding their 
business, the members of the committee adopted several recommendations 
of value to practically the entire world. 

Unesco has neither the power nor the wish to impose such recommenda- 
tions on its Member States, but more and more countries are asking for the 
Organization’s assistance in the establishment or recasting of their primary 
school curricula. Thus through the advice given by Unesco and through the 
work of the experts whom it makes available to governments the committee’s 
suggestions will eventually be put into practice. Further, by circulating 
analytical bibliographies and issuing special publications on the improve- 
ment of curricula, the Organization will gradually enable the educators and 
civil servants responsible to take advantage of experience in this field 
throughout the world. 


Preparations for the Twenty-first and Twenty-second International 
Conferences on Public Education 


The Unesco-IBE (International Bureau of Education) Joint Committee held 
its twenty-third meeting at Unesco House, Paris, on 15 November under the 
chairmanship first of Mgr Maroun and then of H.E. Mr. Martinez-Cobo, 
both members of Unesco’s Executive Board. It considered preparations for 
the Twenty-first and Twenty-second International Conferences on Public 


1. See Unesco Chronicle, Vol. Il, No. 12, pp. 359-362. 
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Education, which are to be held in Geneva in July 1958 and July 1959 respec- 
tively. For the first of these conferences, the committee drew up a list to be 
approved by the Executive Board—of the countries and international 
organizations to be invited. It then adopted a draft agenda, consisting of the 
three following items: (a) Preparation and issue of the primary school curri- 
culum; (b) Facilities for education in rural zones; (c) Brief reports on the 
progress of education during the year 1957-58, presented by the ministries 
of education. The agenda of the twenty-second conference was also con- 
sidered. It was decided that the two main topies for discussion should be 
first, the preparation, selection and use of school textbooks and, second, the 
training of technicians. 


Meeting of Consultants on Educational Documentation 


A meeting of experts on educational documentation was held at Unesco 
House from 7 to 12 October. Five Slav-speaking countries were invited: 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and Yugoslavia. Two meetings of the same kind had taken place in 1955 and 
1956; the first was attended by documentalists from four Romance-language 
eountries and the second by documentalists from Germanic-language coun- 
tries and the United Kingdom. 

At the last of these meetings, information was exchanged on the work of 
organizations dealing with educational documentation and information in 
each of the countries represented, and also on the programmes of Unesco’s 
Education Clearing House and the International Bureau of Education. The 
consultants also visited the French Institut pédagogique national, which took 
an active part in the meeting. Further, the experts considered exchanges of 
educational information and ideas at the international level. Problems dis- 
cussed included such questions as checking of bibliographical information, 
methods of spreading information, administrative organization, terminology 
and so on. Some practical suggestions relating to these different points were 
submitted to the Unesco Secretariat. 


Extension of the Associated Schools Projects to Teacher training Institutions 


The Director-General of Unesco intends to include a number of teacher- 
training institutions in the associated schools projects in education for inter- 
national understanding and co-operation. This scheme, initiated in 1953, 
now covers some hundred secondary schools in 32 countries. Teaching about 
the principles and work of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies, 
and about the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, figures largely in the experimental activities of the associated schools. 
Furthermore, these experiments have already furnished material for interest- 
img comparisons concerning the methods used and the preparation of suitable 
teaching material. 

The extension and success of this type of experiment obviously depend, 
ultimately, on the training received by future teachers in teacher-training 
institutions. It therefore seems to be time to associate some of these institu- 
tions in the execution of the programme of experimental activities, by 
helping them to carry out a systematic project as part of their teaching and 
educational research programmes. 
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Music and Youth 


The part played by singing and musical activities in youth movements was 
the subject of an international meeting of the leaders of some of these move- 
ments, held during the second half of November. This seminar, organized 
by the Unesco Youth Institute (Gauting, Federal Republic of Germany), took 
place at the Institut national d’Education populaire at Marly-le-Roi, near 
Paris, at the invitation of the French National Commission for Unesco. It 
was attended by 34 leaders from 16 countries’ representing the following 
organizations: World’s Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations, 
World Federation of Catholic Young Women and Girls, International Move- 
ment of Agricultural Youth and International Union of Socialist Youth; 
representatives of the International Music Council also took part in the 
seminar’s work. 

The seminar, presided over by Father Kaelin, choral director of the Swiss 
Broadcasting Company and a teacher at the Fribourg Conservatoire and at 
the Salzburg Mozarteum, consisted of three parts: (a) statements, followed 
by discussions, on the various aspects of singing, a survey of songs, and a 
series of studies on solo and choral singing; (b) singing and church music; 
(c) singing methods and techniques. 


Travel Grants for Youth Leaders 


At its last session, the General Conference of Unesco decided to offer a 
limited number of international travel grants to youth leaders in 1958, for 
the purpose of studying youth problems in countries other than their own. 
Awards will be made to the organizations submitting to Unesco the best 
study programmes on youth work for periods ranging from three to twelve 
months in countries other than those from which candidates are selected. 
Candidates should be between the ages of twenty and thirty years. 

The purpose of the grants is to provide international experience and 
leadership training which beneficiaries would not otherwise be able to enjoy 
and from which they will derive maximum benefit, both for themselves and 
for those with whom they are to work and come into contact on their return 
home, At the same time the grantees will have an opportunity to develop 
their knowledge of world affairs and a social outlook through participation 
in educational projects lace in different parts of the world, based 
on subjects closely related to re yg sooeeh "3 programme. 

Simultaneously with the training of youth leaders, Unesco aims at aiding 
recognized youth organizations or government authorities to expand their 
youth activities, more especially in countries where work among youth has 
recently begun or needs developing, and at establishing closer relations 
between the youth of the sending and host countries. 


East-West Photographic Contest in International Voluntary Work Camps 


Several prizes were awarded recently at Unesco House to the winners of a 
photographic contest organized by the Co-ordination Committee for Inter- 


1, Australia, fait eae Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), 
ee Es Be Netherton Seti oe Portagal, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom 
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national Voluntary Work Camps. Competitors were asked to illustrate scenes 
from camp life in which volunteers from Eastern and Western countries 
worked together, relations between work-campers and local populations, and 
practical methods employed in the camps to promote mutual understanding 
of each other’s culture among people from East and West. 

A special prize was awarded to Mr. S. M. Ahooja for an outstanding series 
of photographs on activities of Eastern and Western volunteers at the work 
camp organized this year at Kengeri, in India. The other prize-winners were: 
Messrs. Arthur Bauer (United States of America), W. Esma Burrough (United 
Kingdom), J. W. Skinner (United Kingdom), Mrs. Andrea Schmidt (Federal 
Republic of Germany), and Mr. Brian Phillips (United Kingdom). This 
selection was made from 113 entries submitted from 16 countries in different 
parts of the world. The prizes had been offered by various photographic 
equipment firms. 


Work of the Advisory Committee on Arid Zone Research 


The thirteenth session of the International Advisory Committee on Arid Zone 
Research was held at the Cotton Research Institute in Karachi on 4, 5, 6 
and 15 November 1957. Professor E. S. Hills (Australia) was elected chairman 
of this session, the agenda of which included consideration of the report of 
the Unesco Secretariat on the various activities covered by the major project, 
the execution of the programme for 1957-58, a review of the Advisory Com- 
mittee’s functions and methods of work, and a close study of the draft 
programme for 1959-60. 

A number of requests for assistance were considered by the committee, 
which recommended, in particular, the granting of a new subvention of 
$20,000 to the Egyptian Desert Research Institute, to enable it to enrich its 
library and purchase equipment for research on soils and ecology, and a sub- 
vention of $20,000 to the Institutes of Meteorology and Geophysics at Karachi 
and Quetta for the purchase of meteorological and microclimatological equip- 
ment. Various other subventions for arid zone research projects were ap- 
proved, and the programme of the symposium on salinity problems in arid 
regions, to be organized jointly with the Iranian authorities in Teheran in 
October 1958, was laid down. 

The discussion of the committee’s functions and methods of work showed 
that existing arrangements were entirely satisfactory; it also enabled admi- 
nistrative procedures for consultation to be improved, 

Probably the most important part of the committee’s work was its study 
of the proposed programme for 1959-60, which enabled it, in the light of 
experience ce gained since the launching of the major project, to lay down the 
main lines of future work, both in the field of basic research on arid lands 
and in that of the training of the necessary specialists and technicians. The 
committee strongly recommended the development of general research and 
studies, the organization of symposia and the publication of scientific work. 
At the same time, it recommended the organization of refresher courses, an 
increase in the number of fellowships, and the strengthening of research 


. and teaching institutions in the region stretching from North Africa to 


India. 
This session was followed by a symposium on erosion and the fight 
erosion in arid and semi-arid zones, organized jointly by the Food and Agri- 
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culture Council of Pakistan and the Science Co-operation Office for South 
Asia; Unesco had arranged for several foreign scientists to take part in this 
symposium. 


Second Session of the International Advisory Committee on Marine Sciences 


The second session of the International Advisory Committee on Marine 
Sciences was held in Bangkok from 15 to 22 November last. Eight of its nine 
members were present, as well as representatives of several international 
organizations invited by Unesco. 

After approving the Secretariat’s report on recent activities, the committee 
adopted several recommendations, concerning among other things the 
appointment of a marine sciences adviser for the Indo-Pacific area, the 
construction of an international oceanographic vessel, the creation of a 
supply and service laboratory for carbon-14 ampoules and the organization 
of a large-scale international marine sciences congress, to be held in the 
United States of America in 1959. 

It was proposed that the marine sciences adviser should be appointed by 
Unesco for the purpose of stimulating research and facilitating the co-ordi- 
nation of projects in the countries of South-East Asia. The committee 

Unesco to continue its efforts towards the construction and 
launching of the international oceanographic research vessel and urged the 
need to use the latter in ocean regions hitherto least investigated. The supply 
and service laboratory for carbon-14 ampoules would greatly facilitate the 
use of the new method of studying plankton growth and reproduction by 
means of radio-active carbon. 

The committee also examined the files of some twenty candidates submitted 
by Member States for fellowships to be granted in the marine sciences. 
Lastly, it recommended that Unesco’s programme in this field should be 


expanded into a major project and, to thang end, a gucwine a series of new 
activities, with estimated costs. 


The Award of the 1957 Kalinga Prize to Bertrand Russell 


The Kalinga Prize, founded to encourage the popularization of science, was 
awarded in December last to the British scientist and philosopher, Bertrand 
Russell (Earl Russell). The new prize-winner was born in 1872 and educated 
at Cambridge. He began his career as a lecturer at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science in 1896 and subsequently taught at Cam- 
bridge, Oxford and Harvard. He has also lectured at the Sorbonne and at 
the universities of Pekin, Uppsala, Copenhagen, Barcelona, Chicago, Cali- 
fornia, and elsewhere. In the course of his long career he has written some 
forty books, many of them dealing with philosophy and mathematics and in 
1950 he won the Nobel Prize for literature. Most of his books have been 
widely translated. In addition, he has contributed to several collective works 
and published many articles and essays. 

The Kalinga Prize—which derives its name from the Indian Empire con- 
quered by Asoka over 2,000 years ago—amounts to £1,000 and is awarded 
annually by Unesco, thanks to the donation made by Mr. B. Patnaik, of 
India. Candidates are nominated by various scientific associations concerned 
with the dissemination and popularization of science, and particularly by 
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national associations of science writers. It was, for example the Venezuelan 
Association for the Advancement of Science which drew the jury’s attention 
this time to the work of Bertrand Russell. The jury was composed of Pro- 
fessor Marcel Florkin, President of the Belgian Association for the Die- 
semination of Science, Mr. L, J. F. Brimble, Editor of the English journal 
Nature, and Professor J. L. Jakubowski, a member of the Polish Academy 
of Science. 

Previous winners of the Kalinga Prize have been: Présester -Lauis de 
Broglie (France), Dr. Julian Huxley (United Kingdom), Mr. Waldemar 
Kaempffert (United States of America), Dr. Augusto Pi Sufer (Venezuela) 
and Professor George Gamow (United States of America). 


‘The Earth as a Planet)—New Unesco Science Exhibition 


A new Unesco science exhibition entitled ‘The Earth as a Planet’ was o 

in Paris at the Musée pédagogique on 9 December by Mr. Luther H. 
Director-General. It portrays the many scientific activities undertaken on 
the occasion of the International Geophysical Year. 

The hundred and more pieces of scientific apparatus in the exhibition 
include models of artificial satellites, French ‘Véronique’ rockets and the 
nose cone of the United States Viking No. 9 Rocket, which was recovered 
after rising to an altitude of 135 miles. Miniature radiotelescopes show the 
public how the sun’s rays are picked up and others demonstrate how the 
earth’s magnetic field is measured and how cosmic rays are counted. Visitors 
can also watch the production of the green and red rays of polar lights by 
means of a special lamp. 

How scientists of 65 countries are collaborating in the work of the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year is made graphically evident by a demonstration 
of the system of alerting stations all over the world by electrical relay for 
the simultaneous observation of phenomena such as solar flares. 

Fourteen countries have contributed to this large collection of scientific 
apparatus, measuring instruments, photographs and other illustrations. So 
large is the exhibition that it has had to be divided into seven sections: solar 
activity, the earth as a magnet, the upper atmosphere and the transmission 
of radioelectric waves, the lower atmosphere and meteorology, auroral phe- 
nomena, cosmic ray, and the International Geophysical Year. 

This exhibition, prepared with the help of seven experts, is the sixth 
large travelling science exhibition organized by Unesco. After being shown 
for a month in Paris, it will be presented in other countries. 


Films and Television Programmes on the International Geophysical Year 


During the International Geophysical Year, scientists of many nations have 
been working together to gain more knowledge about the Earth. Film and 
television producers are recording various aspects of this research for the 
benefit of the general public. It is nevertheless very difficult for a-single 
country to give a complete picture of operations on so vast a scale, and for 
this reason Unesco is making a survey of material being prepared in each 
of its Member States. This information is being passed on to television 
stations all over the world in order to encourage direct exchanges of films 
and television programmes. 








Fifteen countries have already indicated that they are preparing or have 
purchased films or television programmes on the International Geophysical 
Year. In the United States, 39 short colour films have been produced in 
collaboration with a television station in Boston. In the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, four colour films on expeditions to the Arctic and 
Antarctic are now completed. Japan has produced a colour film on the iono- 
sphere; in the Netherlands, plans are going forward for a series of short 
colour films on geomagnetism, radiophonic disturbances of solar origin, 
latitudes and longitudes, and so on. 

Among the 12 countries which have already announced television shows, 
the United Kingdom has produced an important programme devoted to IGY 
research generally. Switzerland has broadcast two television programmes, 
one on research equipment for the Antarctic and the other on glaciology 
work on the Jungfraujoch. In Belgium, three television films have been 
produced with the assistance of national institutions taking part in IGY 
research, and a fourth has been made on the North Pole explorer, Adrien 
de Gerlache. The Czechoslovak television network has made a short film 
which is to be followed by several others. 

At the end of the International Geophysical Year, Unesco intends to gather 
together as much television and film documentation as possible in order to 
produce a full-length film on this unprecedented international scientific 
project. 
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UNESCO’S ACTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


Participation Programme 
and Technical Assistance 


Educational Statistics in South Asia and the Far East 


A regional seminar on educational statistics was held in Bangkok from 
15 to 27 November and was attended by delegates from 16 countries and 
territories of South Asia and the Far East. This seminar, organized under 
the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, was 
sponsored by Unesco and directed by Dr. B. A. Liu, Chief of the Statistical 
Division of the Department of Social Sciences. Delegates discussed different 
problems relating to the collection, tabulation, and publication of educa- 


tional statistics, and also studied the possibility of standardizing certain 
statistical practices. 


Organization of a Scientific and Technical Documentation Centre in Egypt 


Over one hundred thousand articles drawn from the specialized publications 
of 42 countries are now available, in the library of the Scientific and Tech- 
nical Documentation Division of the Egyptian National Research Centre in 
Cairo, to scientists throughout the Middle East. The Division was established 
two years ago by the Government, with assistance from Unesco. It now 
receives a monthly average of 1,350 scientific and technical reviews in over 
twenty languages. A team of typists, librarians, scientific translators and 
experts lists articles by title, translates them into English or French where 
necessary, classifies them by subject and publishes all this information in a 
monthly bulletin. 

Industrial or medica] research workers subscribing to this bulletin have 
only to write to the Division, quoting the number of the article, and a micro- 
film copy will be sent to them by return. To read microfilms, a special 
microfilm-reader is necessary and a number of these are loaned out to scien- 
tific institutions throughout the country. For the individual user, an ordinary 
projector or even a magnifying glass can be used when the work consists of 
only a few pages. 

The present Director of the Documentation Division is a Unesco expert of 
Spanish nationality, Mr. Augusto Perez-Vitoria, who has already set up a 
similar centre in Mexico. 











Development of Science Teaching in Indonesia 


Bamboo, which the Indonesians have always used to make anything from 
water containers to musica] instruments, has recently made its way into 
science teaching centres. Incidentally, bamboo is only one of the free mate- 
rials at present used in Indonesia to construct inexpensive scientific equip- 
ment. Thanks to the skill of the constructors, who use a few very simple 
tools included in a ‘100-rupiah’ list of school materials, it is used, for 
example, to make force pumps or lift pumps. 

This is all part of a new system of science teaching recently introduced 
into Indonesia by Dr. H. Grantham, a Canadian educator who has just com- 
pleted a technical assistance mission for Unesco. As Dr. Grantham explains, 
‘the general trend is to adopt teaching methods which lay emphasis on 
learning by doing instead of sitting and listening’. To carry this out, Indo- 
nesian educators have opened a Science Teaching Centre at Bandung with 
apparatus supplied by the United Kingdom under the Colombo plan. Ten 
similar centres, scattered throughout the archipelago, are shortly to be 
opened on the islands of Java, Sumatra, Bali, Ambon and the Celebes to 
facilitate the training of science teachers. Forty courses have already been 
conducted at the Bandung Centre; 900 trainee teachers and supervisors have 
gone through these courses. 


New Missions of Experts 


The direct aid which Unesco affords to governments at their request—known 

as Participation in Member States’ Activities—differs from United Nations 

Technical Assistance in not being confined to industrially underdeveloped 

countries and not depending on a country’s stage of economic development. 

Three experts were sent on mission under this programme during November. 

Below is given, for the three countries benefiting by this new aid, the pur- 

pose of each mission, together with the name and nationality of the expert 

appointed: 

Egypt. Participation in the promotion of physics and natural science teaching, 
Mr. G. Trumpy (Norway), expert in nuclear physics. 

Iran. Participation in the development of social science teaching, Mr. R. 
Girod (Switzerland). 

Trinidad, Assistance in the organization of teaching, Mr. F. Levaque 
(Canada), specialist in the teaching of arts and crafts. 

Under the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, 

Unesco sent six experts on mission during the same month. The following 

five countries received this new assistance: 

Burma. Aid in the running of the Applied Research Institute, Mr. W. de Haas 
(Netherlands), technical and scientific documentation librarian. 

Cambodia. Assistance in the organization of primary education, Mr. W. 
Rogers (Canada). 

Greece. Aid in the running of the Social Sciences Centre, Mr. H. Mendras 
(France), professor of sociology. 

Morocco, Co-operation in carrying out the fundamental education pro- 
gramme, Mr. J. C. Pauvert (France), expert in training in fundamental 
education. 

Uruguay. Assistance in the development of scientific research, Mr. E. W. 














Golding (United Kingdom), a specialist in the utilization of wind power, 
and Mr. W. Kiinzel (Federal Republic of Germany), an expert in industrial 
chemistry. 

On 30 November last, there were 293 Unesco experts in the field (47 under 

the programme of Participation in Member States’ Activities and 246 under 

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance). 


Fellowships 


Under the participation programme, Unesco granted a fellowship in Novem- 
ber to Mrs. H. Soedinar (Indonesia), who is to take a course of training in 
the United Kingdom. 

Seven fellowships were granted during the same period under the Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance. The recipients are nationals of Cam- 
bodia, Egypt, Liberia, Mexico and Turkey. They have gone, or will be going, 
to study in one or more of the following countries: Denmark, France, Italy, 
Puerto Rico, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, United Kingdom, United States 
of America and Yugoslavia. 


News of Member States 
and National Commissions 


Argentina. At a ceremony which took place at Unesco House on 13 November, 
H.E. Mr. Eduardo Mallea, permanent delegate of Argentina to the Organ- 
ization, acting on behalf of his Government, deposited with the Director- 
General the instruments of ratification of the Universal Copyright Conven- 
tion and its annexed Protocols I and II. 


Belgium. At the beginning of November, representatives of the Belgian 
Government deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations the 
instrument of ratification of the Unesco Agreement on the Importation of 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials. Hitherto, this Agreement 
had been enforced in Belgium by decrees only. 


Bolivia. Mr. G. Rocha Bolaiios, recently appointed Secretary of the National 
Commission for Unesco, spent three weeks in Paris at the end of November 
and beginning of December; this visit enabled him to establish contact with 
the different services of the Secretariat. 

Brazil. The Brazilian Institute for Education, Science and Culture at Sao 
Paulo has decided to offer prizes totalling $2,500 to young Brazilians under 
19 years of age, who submit reports to it on their research in chemistry, 
biology, physics or mathematics, The prizewinners will be invited to the 
capital, where they will be introduced to scientific applications in a _ 
modern city. 
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Byelorussia. Mr. Kolbassin, Secretary of the National Commission for Unesco, 
recently visited Paris and had talks with several members of the 

On this occasion Mr. Kolbassin stated that he attached great importance to 
the East-West Major Project and that the Byelorussian National Commission 
was already helping to carry out the project by organizing exchanges of books 
and artists with Eastern countries. 


Canada, Mr. Eugéne Bussiére, Secretary of the new National Commission 
for Unesco, paid a visit to Unesco House from 8 to 25 October. Before 
returning to Canada, he handed a report to the Director-General on the 
results of his visit and the practical effects it would have. 


China. The National Commission for Unesco has been reorganized and now 
includes about a hundred members elected by the previous Commission and 
twenty members appointed by the Ministry of Education. The new Com- 
mission is to meet in the near future to discuss the major projects and set up 
various subcommittees. 


Cube. Cuba’s intrument of ratification of the Convention and Protocol for 
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was 
deposited with the Director-General of Unesco on 26 November. 


Czechoslovakia. Mr. V. Navratil, Secretary-General of the National Com- 
mission for Unesco, visited Paris from 28 October to 16 November, when 
he had a series of talks with members of the different services of the 
Secretariat. 


Dominican Republic. The National Commission for Unesco has recently been 
reorganized, An Executive Committee of five members has been set up to 
organize and co-ordinate activities undertaken in the country for the purpose 
of carrying out the resolutions adopted by the General Conference of Unesco. 


Egypt. Mr. M. Fathy, Secretary-General of the National Commission for 
Unesco, paid a three week’s visit to Unesco House during the last week of 
October and first fortnight of November. 


Finland. Mr. Reine H. Oittinen, Chairman of the National Commission for 
Unesco, has recently been appointed Minister of Education. 

Mr. Nils Lund, Cultural Attaché at the Finnish Embassy in Paris, has been 
made responsible for maintaining permanent liaison between the Finnish 
authorities and the Unesco Secretariat. Further, Mr. Kalervo Siikala, Secre- 
tary of the National Commission, spent a fortnight at Unesco House at 
the end of September and the beginning of October. 


France. France’s instrument of ratification of the Unesco Agreement on the 
Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials has recently 
been deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Hitherto 
this Agreement had been enforced in France by decrees only. 


Federal Republic of Germany. Mr. Wilhelm Plats, Secretary-General of the 
National Commission for Unesco, spent the last week of November in Paris 
and had talke with various members of the Unesco Secretariat. 











A photographic competition open to young people in Europe is being 
organized by the National Commission for Unesco in collaboration with 
Photokina (International Photo and Cinema Exhibition, Cologne). This 
competition, which closes on 31 March 1958, is based on the theme ‘How 
We Live’, and will comprise the following photographic subjects: Youth 
at Work (in schools, faculties and apprenticeship centres) and Youth at Play 
(games, music, collections of all kinds, etc.) Several prizes will be awarded 
to competitors from each country and prizewinners will be invited to pay 
a ten days’ visit to the Federal Republic of Germany at Photokina’s expense. 
An international jury will choose the best photographs for display at an 
exhibition in Cologne from 27 September to 5 October 1958. All young 
people up to the age of 25 years are eligible to enter the competition. 
Photographs should be 5% by 7% inches in size, black and white, glossy, 
or colour prints. European National Commissions for Unesco have been 
asked to co-operate in this project and to act as a channel for transmission 
of the photographs to Germany. 


India. India’s instrument of ratification of the Universal Copyright Conven- 
tion and the annexed Protocols I and II and of accession to Protocol III was 
deposited with the Director-General of Unesco on 21 October last. 

The National Commission for Unesco has recently approved the proposal 
to translate Indian classics into Spanish; these would be published in the 
Unesco Collection of Representative Works. Further, steps have been taken to 
translate various Unesco publications on race relations into Hindi. Lastly, 
the Jamia Millia Islamia Production Centre is to arrange for the translation 
into Hindi of The Teaching of Reading and Writing by William S. Gray. 


Indonesia. The Executive Committee of the National Commission for Unesco 
has been partially reorganized. Its chairman is Mr. Hutasoit, Secretary- 
General of the Commission, and its Vice-Chairman Mr. Soemitro Reksodi- 
poetro, Head of the Bureau of International Relations and Liaison with 
Unesco. 

The National Commission has recently published in Indonesian the Unesco 
booklet entitled A Handbook of Suggestions on the Teaching of Geography. 


Israel. The instrument of ratification of the Convention for the Protection 
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was deposited by Israel 
with the Director-General of Unesco on 3 October 1957. 


Italy. The Italian authorities have recently decided that educational films 
and scientific equipment can henceforth be supplied in exchange for Unesco 
coupons; the Organization's travel coupons will also be accepted from persons 
travelling in Italy for educational purposes. z 
Japan. Mr. N. Okuda, Head of the External Relations Section of the Secre- 
tariat of the National Commission for Unesco, has been appointed Japanese 
Consul in Honolulu and replaced by Mr. N. Yamashida. 


Jordan, Jordan’s instrument of ratification of the Convention and Protocol 
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was 
deposited with the Director-General of Unesco on 2 October 1957. 
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Lebanon. The acting chairman of the National Commission for Unesco visited 
the Secretariat of the Organization during the first half of November. 


Libya. Libya’s instrument of ratification of the Convention and Protocol for 
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was 
deposited with the Director-General of Unesco on 19 November 1957, 


Luxembourg. Luxembourg’s instrument of ratification of the Unesco 

ment on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials 
has recently been deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
Hitherto, this Agreement had been applied in Luxembourg by decrees only. 


Monaco. Mr. René Novella has been appointed Secretary-General of the 
National Commission for Unesco in succession to Mr. Robert Marchisio. 
Mr. René Bocca, Cultural Attaché at the Monégasque Legation in Paris and 
responsible for liaison with the Unesco Secretariat, has been promoted First 
Secretary. 


Netherlands. The instrument of ratification by the Netherlands of the Unesco 
Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Mate- 
rials has recently been deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. Hitherto, this Agreement had been enforced in the Netherlands by 
decrees only, 


Norway. The National Commission for Unesco has recently set up a special 
committee for the Major Project on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and 
Western Culturz] Values. With Professor Ove Arbo Hog in the chair, this 
committee held its first meeting on 14 November; it requested the Secretariat 
of the National Commission to draw up a list of books and films connected 
with the major project for various educational movements and schools. 


Pakistan. The National Commission for Unesco has recently issued in Urdu 
two booklets on fundamental education and the training of primary teachers. 


Paraguay. The National Commission for Unesco, hitherto under the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, has now been attached to the Ministry of Education. Its 
Secretary is Dr. Francisco M. Barreiro Maffiodo, Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Education. 


Peru. The first National Assembly of Peruvian Youth, bringing together 
representatives of some thirty organizations, took place in Lima from 1 to 
3 November. The agenda included a study of work to be done among workers 
and the rural population, as well as consideration of the role of young people 
in the community. The assembly displayed keen interest in Unesco’s acti- 
vities, particularly in the associated projects, training courses for leaders of 
youth movements, and the awarding of fellowships and travel grants. 


El Salvador. Mr. R. A. Tercero, Secretary of the National Commission for 
Unesco, visited Paris in November and established contact with the Organ- 


ization’s Secretariat. 
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Turkey. The Executive Committee and the Secretariat of the National Com- 
mission for Unesco were reorganized at the last meeting of the Commission’s 
General Assembly. The chairman of the Executive Committee, which has 
fourteen members, is Professor Tevfik Saglam, Director of the International 
Anti-Tuberculosis Training and Demonstration Centre and formerly Rector 
of Istanbul University. Mr. Z. H. Karabuda has taken up the duties of 
Secretary-General. 


Ukraine. Mr. M. J. Petrachov, Secretary of the National Commission for 
Unesco, has recently visited Paris, where he was able to have talks with 
several members of the Unesco Secretariat. He announced, inter alia, that 
the Ukrainian Commission, composed of nine members, had decided to set 
up a subcommittee for the East-West Major Project. 


Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Mr. H. V. Shvedov, Secretary of the 
National Commission to Unesco, has recently spent three weeks in Paris. 
In the course of conversations with members of the Secretariat, he empha- 
sized how greatly educational, scientific and cultural circles in the Soviet 
Union were interested in the East-West and Arid Zone Major Projects. He 
added that special committees had been set up to ensure that his country 
played an effective part in the execution of those projects. 

An exhibition of Unesco publications has recently been held in the hall 
of the State Library of Foreign Literature in Moscow. Public interest in the 
Organization’s work has increased considerably since the publication of the 
Unesco Courier and the Unesco Bulletin for Libraries in Russian. Following 
this exhibition, the Library of Foreign Literature has received a great many 
requests for various publications. ; 


United States of America. Mr. Eugéne Ormandy, conductor of the Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orchestra, has been appointed a member of the National 
Commission for Unesco. It is recalled that, among well known musicians 
belonging to various national bodies which co-operate with Unesco, there 
are three composers—the Brazilian, Villa Lobos, the Frenchman, Georges 
Auric and the Dane, Knudaade Riisager. 


Viet-Nam. H.E. Mr. Nguyen Duong Don, Secretary of State for Education 
and Chairman of the National Commission for Unesco since 1954, has been 
appointed Ambassador in Italy. He has been succeeded, both as Secretary of 
State and as chairman of the commission, by Mr. Tra Hu Thé. 


Yugoslavia. A ‘Museum Week in Yugoslavia’, in which some two hundred 
museums took part, has recently been held throughout the country. Many 
exhibitions were organized for the occasion, as well as showings of art films. 
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Co-operation with International 
Non-governmental Organizations 


International Committee for Social Sciences Documentation 


The Executive Committee of the International Committee for Social Sciences 
Documentation (ICSSD) held its second ordinary annual session on 27 and 
28 October at Unesco House, Paris, under the chairmanship of Miss Barbara 
Kyle (United Kingdom). After considering the committee’s financial sitna- 
tion, it reviewed the main continuing bibliographical activities undertaken 
by ICSSD and discussed new bibliographical rn directory of research 
works, to be published in the International Social Science Bulletin; prepa- 
tion of a regular series of abstracts of the most important social science 
works, to be published in the International Social Science Bulletin; p 
ration of an annotated bibliography of publications on social problems ny va 
to the springing up of new towns; preparation of a trend report on the 
different statistical methods applicable to the social sciences or likely to be 
useful to them; laying down of standards for the preparation of social science 
abstracts. 

Lastly, the Executive Committee decided to leave it to the Secretary- 
General to organize a small meeting of experts in Paris to discuss the problem 
of special documentation centres. The Executive Committee’s next meeting 
will be held in Geneva or Paris from 31 March to 2 April 1958. 


International Pen Club 


The twenty-ninth congress of the International Pen Club was held in Tokyo 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Yasunri Kawabata (Japan) from 1 to 7 Sep- 
tember 1957. Many writers, belonging to 29 countries, attended and among 
them such well-known men as Stephen Spender and Angus Wilson (United 
Kingdom), André Chamson and Jean Guehenno (France), Alberto Moravia 
(Italy), John Steinbeck, John Dos Passos and John Hersey (United States of 
America). The Director-General of Unesco.was represented by Mr. Roger 
Caillois of the artment of Cultural Activities. 

With a view to thi Congress, the Pen Federation, with Unesco’s assistance, 
had organized a symposium on ‘Reciprocal Influences of the Literatures of 
the East and the West on Writers of the Present Day both in regard to 
Aesthetic Values and to Ways of Living’. Six writers representing the West 
and six others representing the East took part in these discussions and subse- 
quently a resolution was adopted requesting the Pen Club and Unesco to 
endeavour, on the one hand, to increase the number of Western translators 
qualified to translate Eastern works, and, on the other, to encourage the 
publication of translations of books which, like anthologies of poems, are not 
commercially profitable. 


International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies 
The International Council for Philosophy and Humanistie Studies (ICPHS) 


called a Committee of Experts in Paris, from 27 to 29 November last, to study 
Unesco’s programme of translations of great works. 








Tio, Warwose. of Sry cenereessess ot Hoven, Heese bes bees Gagged nce 
1948, is to encourage ee ee 
witch voioes Fen armret fe Gat Yo"eee petetets en ject has gradually 
been extended to cover translations from translations from 
Spanish-American literature, Persian tent Tialien literature, and then 
the literatures of India, Japan and China, The choice of works to be trans- 
lated depends of course primarily on the governments and National Com- 
missions concerned, but it seemed a good idea to ask a strictly scientific 
international non-governmental body like ICPHS to examine the list of 
works to be translated and assist Unesco with its advice. 

In the choice of translators, and also of publishers, and for all problems 
connected with layout it was important for Unesco to have the authoritative 
advice of appropriate experts and specialists. Unpublished translations of 
important works are often known only to a few scholars; frequently, in 
<caigh Ginny thoherielitahibiuaroenpeeila aeohven, Anan talbiat eotetass 
tion, undertake translations of the same work at the same time. Thus, in 
helping to avoid overlapping, in promoting the exchange of useful informa- 
tion and in giving specialists an opportunity to express their wishes and 
announce their needs in the matter of translations, the Committee of Experts 
convened by ICPHS proved particularly valuable. 

Such a committee had been called by the council on two earlier occasions— 
Decemher 1953 and December 1955. This year, for reasons connected with 
the Major Project on Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural 
Values, emphasis was laid on translations concerning India and the countries 
of the Far and Middle East. 

ICPHS had invited some fifteen experts from the following countries: 
Ceylon, China, Czechoslovakia, France, India, Iran, Japan, Korea, Morocco, 
Spain, United Kingdom, United States of America and Viet-Nam. The 
chairman of the committee was Professor Emilio Garcia Gomez (Spain), 
President of the International Union of Orientalists and Vice-President of 
ICPHS; the vice-chairmen were Dr. K. Kripalani (India) and Professor 
J. Prusek (Czechoslovakia) and the general rapporteur, Professor D. Keene 
(United States of America). 

After dealing with general problems connected with the execution of the 
translations programme, the committee split up into special subcommittees, 
each of which submitted a report on its own subject. The opinions thus 
assembled were transmitted to Unesco and will certainly be of considerable 
help to the Organization in drawing up and carrying out its programme. 


International Association of Art Critics 


The Sixth International Congress of Art Critics and the Ninth General 
Assembly of the International Association of Art Critics were held in Naples 
(Italy) from 16 to 22 September. The work was divided among three com- 
missions, responsible for considering admissions, archives and terminology 
respectively. Fifty-three new members were admitted, together with a new 
national section, that of the Union of South Africa, The publication by the 
Italian Section of the archives of the Futurist movement is an important 
achievement to the association’s credit. Some remarkable documentation on 
contemporary art in Japan was presented by the Japanese Section and 
referred for comments to a committee of experts which sat in Naples 








throughout the Congress, The results of this study of contemporary Japanese 
art will be communicated to Unesco, and the latter will forward information 
to art publishers on works which deserve to be given publicity, through 
colour reproductions, on an international scale. 

The following officers were elected: president of the association, Mr. James 
Johnson Sweeney (United States of America) ; ee at mente pobre 
Argan (Italy), Mario Pedrozza (Brazil) and Seichi Tominaga (Japan). A 
regional secretariat for Latin America was established under Mr. Mario 
Barata (Brazil). Following an amendment to the association’s statutes, a 
new committee was set up, consisting of the members of the bureau, the 
chairmen of the 34 national sections and the following art critics, elected 


a personal capacity: Messrs. Henry McBride (United. States of America), 
Palme Bucarelli (Italy), Jean Cassou (France), Jorge J. de la Serna 
(Mexico), Will Grohmann (Federal Republic of Germany), A. M. Hammacher 


(Netherlands), René Huyghe (France), Jean Leymarie (France), Fritz 
Novotny (Austria) and Georg Schmidt (Switzerland). 
_ The association’s next Congress will meet in Brussels in July 1958. 


International Council of Museums 


A joint meeting of two subsidiary bodies of the International Council of 
Museums—the Committee for Museum Laboratories and the Commission for 
the Care of Paintings—was held in Amsterdam from 19 to 24 


Unesco was represented by Mr. J. K. Van der Haagen, Chief of the Division 
of Museums and Monuments. 


International Folk Music Council 


This organization, which is affiliated to the International Music Council, 
held a session of its General Assembly on 26 August in Copenhagen, preceded 
on 22, 23 and 24 August by meetings of techriical experts convened to study 
the following subjects: tonality and modal structure in folk music, epic song, 
and analysis techniques. In addition, the experts discussed the council’s 
policy. A meeting of the Radio Committee was held on 29 August; the 
Director-General was represented on this occasion by Mr. J. Garza y de 
Garate of the Department of Mass Communication. The committee, which 
co-operates with several broadcasting organizations, decided to continue in 
1958 with the preparation of radio and television programmes on folk music 
instruments. 


International Association for Mass Communication Research 


Some fifty experts from 15 countries, meeting at Unesco House, Paris, on 
18 and 19 December 1957, set up the International Association for Mass 
Communication Research. 

This new association, set up in collaboration with Unesco, is independent. 
Its headquarters are in Paris, in the offices of the University Press Institute, 
27, rue Saint-Guillaume. Its function is the promotion throughout the world 
of the development of research on mass communication media (press, radio, 
television and films). The association’s membership list already includes two 
hundred names of institutions, educational establishments and experts. 
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Specialists in the training of journalists are the most numerous on the list 
of educators and sociologists who have joined the association in an individual 


At the opening meeting of the constituent assembly, an address was given 
by Mr. Tor Gjesdal, Director of Unesco’s Department of Mass Communica- 
tion. The assembly, presided over by Mr. Jacques Bourquin of Lausanne 
University, Secretary-General of the Union of French-Language Newspapers 
in Switzerland, approved the new association’s statutes and work programme. 
The meeting decided that two subjects inviting special study were: the 
influence of mass media on children, and the safeguarding of professional 
secrecy in journalism—that is, the problems raised by the right of journalists 
to refuse to disclose their sources of information. This second question will 
be studied in co-operation with the International Press Institute and the 
International Federation of Journalists. 

The assembly elected an executive committee and a bureau of seven 
members. The latter consists of Mr. Fernand Terrou, Director of the Univer- 
sity Press Institute, Paris, chairman; Mr. Jacques Kayser, Assistant Director 
of the same body, deputy chairman; Professor Raymond D. Nixon of Minne- 
sota University, Professor M. Kafel, Director of the Scientific Press Institute, 
Warsaw, and Mr. Bourquin, all three vice-chairmen; Mr. Marcel Stijns, 
Belgian expert and President of the International Federation of Journalists, 
and Mr. Claude Bellanger, Vice-President of the French National Prese 
Federation. 

The association’s principal activities are: (a) to facilitate exchanges 
between institutions in the different countries and to promote personal 
contacts among specialists; (b) to encourage the establishment and develop- 
ment of mass communication research centres in countries where they do 
not yet exist; (c) to seek recognition of mass communication as a subject for 
independent scientific investigation; (d) to set up an imternational research 
and documentation service for the benefit of members of the association; 
(e) to disseminate information on important events in mass communication 
teaching and research; (f) to undertake, in co-operation with the appropriate 
national and international institutions, any scientific studies likely to improve 
knowledge of the nature, techniques and effects of mass communication 
media; and (g) to contribute, where necessary, to the development and 
improvement of journalistic training by means of appropriate research. 


Committee of Non-governmental Organizations 


The committee set up by the Fifth Conference of International Non-govern- 
mental Organizations approved for consultative arrangements with Unesco 
held its fourth meeting at Unesco House on 8 October, under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. G. Riegner (World Jewish Congress). After hearing reports on 
the Seventh General Conference of Consultative Organizations, held -at 
Geneva last June, and on the Regional Conference of European National 
Commissions for Unesco, which took place at Dubrovnik in October, the 
committee reviewed the methods of the working parties set up by non 


- governmental organizations co-operating with Unesco. ss clad chad daeaoneets 


ent arvengemnéite: for the pooparation of the sinth' conference of these 
organizations, which is due to meet in June 1958. 

















PUBLICATIONS 


‘Disappearing Cultures’ 


For nearly a century those who have some concern for the history of man- 
kind have constantly manifested a desire that action might be taken to 
preserve from oblivion the culture and language of many peoples whose way 
of life, traditions or means of expression can help us to gain some insight 
into the past of the human inhabitants of our planet. The development of 
means of communication, wars and the expansion of mass populations in 
search of new lands have made this a task of almost alarming urgency. 
Isolated communities that, in their forest or mountain fastnesses, had man- 
aged to remain as survivals of bygone ages are in danger of vanishing, and 
that very soon. Even if the individuals themselves were to survive, the ways 
of life, the forms of thought and art, the social structures which characterize 
their cultures seem doomed to perish within a few years. 

To meet an appeal made by the Fifth Congress of Anthropological and 
Ethnological Sciences which met in Philadelphia, U.S.A., in 1956, the General 
Conference of Unesco decided at its last session that the Organization would 
assist international research concerned with the study of groups whose 
culture and language are threatened with extinction. This implies co-opera- 
tion in an undertaking of vast scope which must, however, be carried through 
as rapidly as possible. The available resources in men and money will have 
to be concentrated on clearly defined objectives wherever the threat of 
extinction is greatest. The selection must be determined by the extent to 
which the results of any investigation may help towards the solution of a 
scientific problem. It is with this twofold task that the last issue of the 
International Social Science Bulletin, published quarterly by Unesco, is 
concerned. 

In this issue are given the results of a tentative classification of races, 
tribes, cultures and languages which seemed doomed to perish within a few 
years in various parts of the world: Brazil, the northern part of the Soviet 
Union, Polynesia, New Guinea, Australasia and India. The information thus 
gathered is the work of ten particularly qualified anthropologists and 
ethnologists. 


The Urgency of Anthropological Research 


Professor Robert Heine-Geldern of the Institut fiir Vélkerkunde of the 
University of Wien who has championed this form of social perservation, 
has written the Introduction to this issue of the Bulletin. In it he states: 
‘From the birth of their science, about a century ago, anthropologists must 











have been aware of the fact that in many respects they had come too late; 
that important data, almost within their grasp, ha had vanished no more than 
a generation ago... . To make the tragedy even worse, anthropologists had 
to face the fact that cultures and languages were melting away under their 
very eyes without their being able to cope with the enormous task confronting 
them. The cry to save for science whatever still could be saved was raised 
again and again. Naturally, in the beginning the number of trained scholars 
was far too small. Nor had ethnological theory advanced sufficiently ... . 
Every anthropologist could easily cite similar “lost opportunities”, be his 
field America or Africa, Asia or Oceania, or even Europe.’ 

After giving instances of what was thus lost to anthropology in the nine- 
teenth and at the beginning of the twentieth centuries, Professor Heine- 
Geldern continues: ‘Never before was the situation as threatening. All the 
world over, ancient cultures are disintegrating at a hitherto unprecedented 
wore Be as yagi iy aah as the pon of New Guinea and of the 
trop ‘orests of South America are rapidly being opened up and pene- 
trated by modern culture. Within a very Sect Wand taemeotak tethnan Wil be 
absorbed by the larger neighbouring peoples and will cease to exist as sepa- 
rate entities. The last remnants of primitive races, never investigated by 
physical anthropologists, will disappear through hybridization. Cultures and 
languages which have never been properly recorded will vanish. Twenty 
years hence anthropologists will be compelled to extract from the memories 
of old people scanty and unreliable fragments of traditions and customs 
which today are still alive.’ 


What is the Interest of these Studies? 


It may be asked: Is it really so essential to know the culture of every small 
tribe? Is it justified to spend so much time and money on out of the way 
projects which apparently serve no practical purpose? Isn’t all this talk of 

anthropologists about the necessity to get information on every tiny group 
merely due to the collector’s craze for completeness? 

‘To scholars steeped in study and research these questions may sound 
sacrilegious. Yet, they are occasionally asked by the general public and, 
unfortunately, not only by the general public’, observes Heine-Geldern. 
‘These questions may best be answered by other questions: Are we still inte- 
rested in everything human? Do we wish to understand the miracle of human 
culture in all its diversity and complexity? Are we interested in knowing as 
much as possible about its history and the forces which governed its deve- 
lopment? ... 

*... No one has ever questioned the justification of historians extracting 
from their documents new, but apparently insignificant, facts. While these 
may prove to be without any real importance, they may, on the other hand, 
lead research on to a new and hitherto unsuspected track. The final result 
may be a complete change in our appraisal of the pertinent period of history 
or of the role of some great historic personage. It is difficult and often 
impossible to known in advance. The same applies to anthropology. The 
‘investigation of some small, previously unknown tribe may yield no more 
than a slight rounding out of our knowledge of some curious aberrant type 


of culture. Yet subsequent discoveries may suddenly add significance to 
what at first seemed of slight importance.’ 
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A Typical Case 


Professor Heine-Geldern cites, in this connexion, the ‘typical case’ of certain 
mongoloid tribes: ‘When the Bernatziks, in the 1930s, succeeded in getting 
in touch with a group of nine persons of the hitherto half legendary Yumbri 
or Phi Tong Luang, it was a surprise to learn that this extremely primitive 
tribe of food-gatherers and hunters in the jungles of Northern Siam obviously 
belonged to an early offshoot of the Mongoloid race. Before this we had 
always thought of the Mongoloids as having entered south-eastern Asia from 
the north as Neolithic agriculturists. Of course, it was difficult and risky to 
draw far-reaching conclusions from this single exception. But ten years later 
there followed Fiirer-Haimendorf’s discovery that the Sulung, a Mongoloid 
tribe of the Eastern Himalayas in Northern Assam, had until fairly recently 
been hunters and food-gatherers and, although they now grow some crops, 
are still leading a semi-nomadic life, leaving their settlements for months at 
a time in order to range the forests in search of game and wild jungle pro- 
ducts. Finally, only a few months ago, I had the opportunity to read the 
unpublished doctor’s thesis of an Indian anthropology student, Mr. Tiwari, 
on the Rajis, a Mongoloid tribe of Kumaon in the Western Himalayas. Like 
the Sulung they practise some agriculture but live largely by hunting and 
collecting wild edible plants. Today, they are in the process of becoming 
acculturated to their Hindu neighbours. But it seems that only a century ago 
they were still pure hunters and food-gatherers with a culture as primitive 
as that of the Yumbri of Siam and decidedly more primitive than the 
cultures of hunting tribes like the Birhor and Chenchu of India. There are 
no more than three to four hundred Rajis and the number of the Yumbris 
may be even smaller. That of the Sulung is not known, but they, too, are 
not numerous. Nevertheless, the discovery of these three small, widely sepa- 
rated and apparently insignificant tribes is bound to change our views con- 
cerning the racial history of Southern Asia. Moreover, it will force us to 
attempt a new appraisal of the physical development and cultural history 
of the great Mongoloid race.” 





Another Significant Example 


What has been said about the urgency or research on tribes and cultures 
applies equally to languages. Certainly, for the specialist ‘an unknown lan- 
guage spoken by a few dozen people may occasionally be quite as important 
as one spoken by hundreds of thousands, While it may turn out to be a mere 
dialect of little consequence and interest, it may equally well prove to hold 
the key to problems of wide scope. The case of India is significant where 
about twenty million people belong to that aboriginal race which usually is 
termed “Veddoid” or “Proto-Australian”. They have long since given up 
their original languages and today their various branches all speak either 
Aryan, or Dravidian, or Mundarian idiome—all, with, possibly, one single 
exception. There is in Central India one small tribe, the Nahal, whose lan- 
guage is said to be neither Aryan, nor Dravidian, nor Mundarian. It was 
never properly investigated and it is on the point of extinction. May it not 
be a last remnant of the group of unknown languages spoken by the abori- 
gines of India before Aryans and Dravidians entered the country from the 
north-west and Mundarians from the east? If so, its importance could hardly 
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be over-estimated. It would give us an idea as to what the ancestral languages 
of those twenty million “Veddoids” were like. But its import might reach 
even farther. In a recent paper on the linguistic history of India its author, 
one of the most prominent scholars in this field, takes into account only the 
Aryan, Dravidian and Mundarian languages, showing the influences they 
exercised upon each other, while not even mentioning the possibility of a 
substratum derived from the languages of the aborigines. However, since 
most of the later immigrants absorbed elements of the aboriginal population, 
it seems unlikely that their languages were not affected in the course of this 
process of hybridization. Therefore the language of the small Nahal tribe, 
if studied in time, might help us to understand certain aspects of the lan- 
guages spoken by hundreds of millions in the vast sub-continent of India.’ 

The number of extant cultures which are insufficiently known or not known 
at all is stil] immense. More than anything else, lack of co-ordination and 
appropriate information is responsible for the neglect of urgent tasks of 
research. Before concluding by emphasizing the special interest in this 
connexion of the recently created International Committee for Anthropo- 
logical and Ethnological Research, Professor Heine-Geldern recalls the 
opinion expressed in 1944 by Professor Hutton of Cambridge University, as 
President of the Royal Anthropological Institute: ‘A science is that which 
teaches us to know rather than to do, and in the pursuit of science it is 
quite impossible to foretell what knowledge will have a practical utility and 
what will not. It can never be open to any anthropologist to say that such 
and such a matter is sterile because it is of no practical use.’ 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
(Other Unesco publications issued last month.) 


BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 


Assistance to underdeveloped countries / L’assistance aux pays sous-développés. Bilingual, 
Fushi, Wnense, GS ‘gages, (Revertn ail timers. fo Ub peeled calesnces carta’ TE 8, 1957.) 
Price: $1.00; 5/-; 300 fr. 

Although international assistance to underdeveloped areas is not, strictly speaking, 
something new, the literature on the subject has been produced mainly since 1945 and has 
become still more prolific since the launching, in 1949, of the United Nations Expanded 
Programme of Technical Assistance. Books, papers, articles and pamphlets make up so huge 
a volume of documentation that it is more than likely to discourage anyone trying to 
obtain a clear picture of the position. The inter-relationship introduced by assistance pro- 
grammes is, however, steadily assuming increasing importance in international affairs, so 
much so that in some regions it affects their development and, as the assistance programme 
cannot be successfully studied without reference to the numerous documents by which the 
course of its establishment can be traced, it was thought necessary to make a first attempt 
to present this material in classified form. It is to fulfil this need that the present annotated 
bibliography has been published by Unesco. It has been prepared by Mr. Jean Viet, of the 
er Committee for Social Science Documentation, and includes nearly a thousand 

es. 


International reps. bap of social and cultural anthropology / Bibliographie internationale 
@anthropologie sociale et culturelle, Vol. 1: Works pee rg in 1955. rey wy Poors Paris, 
Unesco, 259 pages. (Documentation in the Social Sciences / Documentation dans les 

sociales series.) Price: $5.50; 27/6; 1,650 fr. 

This bibliography has been prepared by the International Committee for Social Sciences 
Documentation in co-operation with the International Congress of Anthropological and 
Ethnological Sciences. Like the three other international bibliographies of the social 
sciences published by Unesco, it is at once general and selective. It is general because the 
compilers have tried to take account of every work falling within their discipline—books, 
articles in periodicals, even multigraphed papers—published during 1955 in all countries 
and all languages. It is selective because the editors have sought to single out from the 
multitude of titles assembled only those which represent a definite contribution to the 
science of anthropology. This first volume contains more than 3,500 titles listed under the 
following headings: general studies, material and methods of anthropology, morphological 
foundations, monographs, social organization and social structure, religion, magic and 
witchcraft, problems of knowledge, arts and science, statics and dynamics of social and 
cultural systems, applied anthropology. 


Periodicals for new literates: editorial methods. Paris, Unesco, 34 pages. (Reports and 
papers on mass communication series, No. 22.) Price: $0.75; 3/6; 200 fr. (French edition 
available.) 

In countries where school education is—or was until quite recently—limited to small 
groups, increasing numbers of the adult population are now being taught to read and write. 
But the acquisition of the basic skills is not sufficient to introduce them to the world of 
knowledge and compensate them for their initial efforts. It is only through continued 

reading that they can acquire new information that will enable them to improve their 
own lives and their understanding of the world as a whole. To make the step from fune- 
tional literacy to intelligent reading, specialized reading material is necessary. Specially 
designed periodicals are essential for new literates. The handbook published by Unesco is 
an attempt to trace these needs and to show how they can be met. For journalists the book 
provides important clues to writing for audiences different from any they may have served 
proviously. For educators and teachers who turn to the periodical as a teaching aid and a 
medium of education, the handbook gives the basic rules and techniques of journalism. 


PERIODICALS 
Education abstracts, monthly publication, Paris, Unesco. Annual subscription: $1.75; 9/6; 


450 fr. Single copies: $0.20; 1/-; 50 fr. (French and Spanish editions available.) 
This periodical notes recent publications of interest to educators. Each issue is devoted 
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to a particular problem and contains a bibliographical study followed by a series of brief 
summaries of works or articles. 


Vol. IX, No. 9: Encyclopaedias and dictionaries of education. 
Nghe. Ke 29: smamrar deetantrenins: 6 St Cation Auamy f. Ameige. be. Merck 


Fundamental and adult sted teentencieennteilt bidictins: Pedta: Mastlic Riedidhitialiasia: 
$1.00; Bt aee & Sinale spe $0.30; 1/6; 75 fr. (Available in French.) 

Periodical articles concerning important innovations in the field of funda- 
mental and adult education, related programmes and their general principles of application. 
Vol. IX, No. 4: This issue contains a number of articles dealing with the use of andio- 
visual aids in fundamental education. 


Curent Sociology / La sociologie contemporaine, quarterly bilingual publication, Paris, 
nesco. 
Vol. VI, No. 2, 1957. Political sociology: An essay and bibliography / Sociologie poli- 
tique : Note critique et bibliographie, 169 pages. Price: $1.25; 6/6; 325 fr. This selective 
researches in ical sociology carried out recently in the United 
py looms d eg nvcby has been prepared by Reinhard Bendix and 
M. Lipset, of California University. Titles are grouped under 23 headings, includ- 
img: Bureaucracy and public administration; Comparative studies of political and social 
structures; Ideology; Intellectuals; Labour; Military; Planning; Pte rien ond peek 
lems of leadership; Political parties ; Politics in underdeveloped areas; Psychological 
foto Ph peiiianl elagenes Public opinion and propaganda and the effects of the media 
of mass communication. 


Unesco Courier, monthly publication, Paris. Unesco. Annual subscription: $3.00; 10/-; 
$00 fr. (Available in French and Spanish. A Russian edition has also been published since 
1957; annual subscription: 30 roubles.) 

Tenth year, No. 12, December 1957. The December issue is devoted to descriptions of the 
most recent albums in the Unesco World Art Series, as well as those to be published 
shortly. Mexico’s Pre-Hispanic paintings, ancient Russian icons, temple paintings from 
Ceylon, the Golden Age in Czech art are among articles in this issue, with illustrations in 
black and white and in colour. 























PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE OF CONFERENCES, 


Masiings of International N: 
Unesco, 


JANUARY 
5-12 
6-15 


13-15 
13-18 


15-22 


20-21 

22-23 

27-30* 

27 Jan.2 Feb. 


27 Jan.8 Feb. 


10-11 


17-18* 
17-27 


21.22* 
24-25* 

24 Feb. 
1 March 
Probably 


Probably 
second half 


MEETINGS AND SEMINARS 
January and February 1958 


receiving subventions from 


on-governmental Organizations 
which are held at Unesco House, are marked by an asterisk. 


Executive Board: Special 


Regional seminar on Maltiple-class Teaching im Asia 
peg tee waa by Unesco and the Government 
0! 


Committee ect up by the Fifth Conference of Nom 
governmental : fifth meeting. 

Executive Board: Meeting of the Working Party on 
Unesco Institutes. 

International Theatre Institute: Editorial Committee. 

International Advisory Committee for Major Project 
East-West. 

Council for International Organizations of Medical 

Executive 


International Theatre Institute: Executive Committee. 

Meeting on the Juridical Aspects of Peaceful Co-ope- 
ration (convened by Unesco and the International 
Association of Legal Science). 

Executive Board: Working Party on the Special Fund 
for expansion of T: Assistance. 

Executive Board: Working Party on Human Rights. 


at 








UNESCO PUBLICATIONS: NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 


AFGHANISTAN: Panuzai, Press Department, Royal Afghan Minis of Education, Kasut. 
ALGERIA: Editions de l’Empire, 28 .rue Misbetet, Aves. ARGENTINA: Editorial Sadamert- 
cana, S.A., Alsina + agar oe Armegs, AUSTEKA $ ——s University Press, 369 Lonsdale 


3 Co 39 
Vmnna V. BELGIUM: Office de Publicité $.A., 16, rue Marcq, Brussats I. N. V. tandard Boek- 
handel, ei 151, Anrwerr. Unesco Courier only: Louis de Lannoy, 15 rue du_ Tilleul, 

: Libreria Sel Camacho 72, La Paz. 


GenvaL, BO ecciones, Avenida 369, Casilla. BRAZIL: 

ria Editora, rua México postal 3291, Rio DE JANEIRO. CAMBODIA: 

Librairie Portail. 14 avenue Punom-pens. CANADA: University of Toronto 
33 Street, Tononto, 5, and for lodicals only: P 


Pres, Site House, y: Periodica 
Inc., avenue Papineau, Montreal 34. CEYLON: The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., 
Lake House Bookshop, P.O. Box 244, Cotomso 1. CHILE: Editorial Un’ taria, S.A., Avenida 
B. a 1058, Casilla 1 Santiaco. CHINA: The World Book Co. Ltd., 99 Chungk 
South d, Section I, Tarren, Tarwan (Formosa). COLOMBIA: Libreria Central, Carrera 6-A. 
No. 14-32, Bocota. COSTA RICA: Trejos Hermanos, Apartado 1313, San Jost. CUBA: Libreria 
Eco » Pte me 505-7, Apartado 113, Havana. CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Artia Ltd., 30 Ve 
smetkach. DENMARK: Munksgaard Ltd., 6 Ngrregade, CopENHAGEN K. DOMI- 
NICAN REPUBLIC: Libreria Dom na, Calle Mercedes 49, Apartado de Correos 656, Crupap 
Tavsi.o. ECUADOR: Libreria Cientifica, Luque 225 & 229, Casilla Guayaquit. EGYPT: 
La Renaissance a'Eeyete, 9 Sh. ong | Pasha, Carrno. EL SALVADOR: uel Navas & Cia., 
Distribuidores de rés y Revistas, A, Avenida Sur No. 37, San SaLvapor. ETHIOPIA: Inter- 
national ‘Press. Agency, P.O; Box 120, App1s Apapa. FINLAND: Akateeminen Riraboegee, 
2 Keskuska Heisinkt. FRANCE: Unesco Bookshop, 19 avenue Kiéber, Panis-16°. FR 
WEST INDIES: Librairie J. Bocage, 15 rue Ledru-Rollin, B.P. 208, Fort-pe-France (Marti- 
nique), G ANY (Feperat Rer. or): R. ae K. G., Unesco Vertrieb fir Deutschland, 
Rosenheimerstrasse 145, Munica 8. GREECE: Libra H. Ka’ 28 rue du Stade, ATHENS. 
HAITI: Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, 36 rue Roux, Boite postale 111, Port-au-Prince, HONG 
KONG: Swindon Book Co., 25 Nathan Road, Kowztoon. HUNGARY: Kultura P.O.B. 1, 
Bupapest 53. INDIA: Orient Longmans Private Ltd., Indian Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road, 
Mapras, 2. Gunfoundry 


d, Hyperazap 1. Kanson 
depots: Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia House New Dear. 
vate Ltd., eS House, Hornby Road, Bomeay 1. INDONESIA: G.C.T. van Dorp and Co., 
D ‘Nusantara 22, Posttromel 85, Jakarta. IRAN: Commission nationale wwenteeee SND 
PUnesco, Avenue du Musée, Taueran, IRAQ: McKenzie’s Bookshop, BacHpap. D 
(Repusiic or): The National Press, 16 South Frederick Street, DuBLIN. ISRAEL: Blumstein’s 
Bookstores, Ltd., 35 Allenby Road and 48 Nahlat Benjamin Street, Tet Ayrv. ITALY: Libreria 
issionaria Sansoni, via Gino Capponi 26, Casella postale 552, FLORENCE. JAMAICA: 


$ ter’s Street, Kin 

JAPAN: Maruzen Co. 6 Tori-Nichome, Nihonba P.O. Box 605 Tokyo Central, Toxyo. 
JORDAN: Joseph I. Bahous and Co., Dar-ul-Kutub, Salt Road, P.O. Box 68, AMMAN. ‘KOREA: 
Korean National Commission for Unesco, Minis’ of Educa’ SgouL. 

Universelle, Avenue des Lay Berrvut. 2 

Streets, Monrovia. LUXEMBOURG: Librairie Paul Bruck, 35 Grand-Rue, MALAYAN 
RATION AND SINGAPORE: Peter and Co., P.O. Box 135, Stncapore. MALTA: Sapienza’s 


.F. NETHERLANDS: N. V. Martinus Nijhoff, Lange Voorhout 9, Tae Haauz. 
NEW ZEALAND: Unesco Publications Centre, 100 Hackthorne Road, Cunistcaurce. NICA- 
RAGUA: A. jos Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 52, Manacua. NIGERIA: C.M.S. Oigacia) Book- 
shops, P.O. Box 174, Lagos. NORWAY: A/S Bokhigcest, Stortingsplass 7, Osto. PAKISTAN: 
Ferozsons Ltd., 60 The Mall, Lahore. Bunder d, Karacni. 35 The Mall, PrsHawaR. 
PANAMA: Cultural Panamefia, Avenida 7a, No. T1-49, Apartado de Correos 2018, Panama. 
PARAGUAY: Agencia de Librerias de Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No. 39-43, AsuNncION. 
PERU: Libreria Mejia Baca, Jirén A ro 722, Lima. PHILIPPINES: Philippines Education 
Co., Inc., 1104 Castillejos, Quiapo, P.O. x 620, Manira. POLAND: Centre de distribution de 
Ue ag me scientifiques PAN, Palac Kultu i Nauki, Warsaw. PORTUGAL: Dias & Andrade 

. Livraria Po , Rua do Carmo, 70, Lisson. SPAIN: Libreria Cientifica Medinaceli, 
Duque de Medinaceli 4, Mapnip. Unesco Courrier rig Ediciones Iberoamericanas S.A., 
Pizarro 19, Maprip. SWEDEN: A/B C.E. Fritzes Kungl. Hovbokhandel, Fredsgatan 2, Stock- 
nom 16. SWITZERLAND: —e Vv strasse 5, ZOarcu. Librairie Payot, 40 rue du 
Marché, Geneva. TANGIER: Paul Fekete, 2 rue Cook. THAILAND: Suksapan Panit, Mansion 9, 
a Ave., Banaxox. TUNISIA: Victor Boukhors, 4 rue Nocard, Tunis. TURKEY: 

rairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal Caddesi, 4 u, IstansuLt. UNION OF BURMA: S.P.C.K. 
(Burma), 549 Merchant S P.O. Box coon. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: Van 
Schaik’s Church 0. Box , Preto! 


Bookstore P 724 nia. UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: Mezhduna Moscow G-200. UNITED KINGDOM: H.M. 
Statio Office, P.O. Box 569, Lonpon, 5.E.I. US ED STATES OF AMERICA: Unesco Publi- 
cations ter, 801 Third Avenue, New Yorn 22, N.Y. and ex fe s: Columbia 


‘or 

University Press, 2690 Broadway, New Yours 27, N.Y. URUGUAY: Unesco Centro de Coope- 
racién Cientifica para América Latina, Bulevar 1320-24, Casilla de Correo 859, 
Monrevipeo. Oficina de Representacién de Editoriales, Cagancha 1342, 1.°° piso, Monte- 
vino, VENEZUELA: Libreria Villegas Venezolana, avenida Urdaneta, Esquina le Norte 17, 


Plaza. San Bernardino, Edificio Caracas. VIET-NAM: Librairie peterie XuAn-Thu, 


185-193 rue Tu-Do, B.P. 283, SAIGON. YUGOSLAVIA: Jugoslovenska Knjiga, Terazije 27-Il, 
BRLGRADE. 
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